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NECA

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION




Post-Convention Tour:  The Great Northwest

Victoria and Vancouver






September 16 – 19, 2009

Dear NECA Members:

We know you’re looking forward to experiencing the wonderful atmosphere of Seattle at the 2009 NECA Annual Convention. Why not finish the week enjoying Victoria and Vancouver, Canada! 

We’ll set out Wednesday morning from Seattle on-board the Victoria Clipper catamaran crusing via  Puget Sound and across the Straight of San Juan to Victoria, the capital of British Columbia. The views from the Clipper are spectacular; you’ll enjoy the cruise experience. Our hotel, the Inn at Laurel Point, is only a few steps from the arrival dock in Victoria. After check-in, we visit world famous  Butchart Gardens, which features different styles of landscape and thousands of flowers.

Thursday morning finds us back on the water for whale watching and enjoying the natural habitat of the area. We’re advised that September is probably the nicest time for viewing as the temperatures are moderate and it’s less crowded. Three pods are in the area; let’s hope one or all are in residence. Friday afternoon, we enjoy another scenic cruise by ferry through the Gulf islands to Vancouver. 

In addition to the natural settings of these two cities, we are treating ourselves by staying in two nice hotels. The Inn at Laurel Point is situated on the harbor within easy walking of Victoria’s charming shops and restaurants. In Vancouver, the Pan Pacific is perched atop the cruiseship terminal on spectacular Vancouver Harbor. The tour is officially over after the reception Friday night; however, please consider spending another night in Vancouver to relax and enjoy this wonderful city.  

Please join us!!

Itinerary

Wed., September 16
Seattle to Victoria

B
8:30am
  Depart on the Victoria Clipper catamaran for a scenic cruise 
                         through Puget Sound and the Straight of San Juan to Victoria, the capital 

   of British Columbia. Continental breakfast is included on the Clipper. On

   arrival in Victoria, we walk a block from the dock to our hotel, the Inn at 
   Laurel Harbor, which overlooks the busy harbor. 

( After check-in and time for lunch, we have a city orientation tour, but the   
   focus is on magnificent Butchart Gardens, world famous for different styles of 
   landscape and thousands of blooming flowers. The evening is open; you 

   might enjoy a stroll along the inner harbor before or after dinner.

Thu., September 17
Victoria


B


( After time for a leisurely breakfast, we depart for a whale-watching cruise. In 
                          addition to the scenery and simply enjoying the cruise, we’ll see local 
                          populations of eagles, seals and sea lions. 
                       ( The balance of the afternoon is open. Victoria offers a variety of interesting 
                          museums, historic activities, great shopping and restaurants. Victoria has a                           
                          charming British atmosphere; afternoon high tea is an English tradition you 
                          should certainly experience while there. 

Please Note: From 5-Star Whales - Sightings are excellent in September with 
            chances of seeing Killer Whales (Orcinus Orca) in excess of 90% on any given 
            trip. But the reason that September is a favourite month is because of the 
            variety of creatures that we might see: In addition to our Southern Resident 
            ("Fish-Eating") Killer Whales, there is a good chance that there might be 
            Transient ("Marine-Mammal-Eating") Killer Whales, Humpback Whales, Dall's 
            Porpoise, Harbour Porpoise, Steller Sea Lions, California Sea Lions and even 
            Elephant Seals. To see what we saw in September of 2008, 2007, 2006 and 

2005 go to our "Blog" at:
             http://5starwhales.blogspot.com/2008_09_01_archive.html 

Fri., September 18 
Victoria to Vancouver

B,R


( Again, breakfast at leisure. 

10:30am 
   Depart the Inn for a cruise through the tranquil Gulf Islands to Vancouver. 
                                      There are over 200 islands in the chain, all of differing shapes and sizes. 
                                      Enroute to the Pan Pacific Hotel, our city tour features Stanley Park with its 
                                       totem pole displays, Prospect Point, Gastown and Chinatown. Vancouver is 
                                       a vibrant, cosmopolitan city enjoying a stunning setting beneath the peaks of 
                                       the coastal mountains. 
                        
( This evening, join our fellow travelers for a reception at the hotel.

Sat., September 19
Vancouver/Home

( Today you are on your own to arrange transportation to the Vancouver   
   International Airport for your return flights home. We encourage you to spend  
   another day to relax and further enjoy Vancouver. Please check the 
   Reservation Form if you wish to extend. 

(B,R = meals included in the tour)
TOUR INCLUSIONS:

*
Deluxe hotel accommodations:


- two-nights Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria


  www.laurelpoint.com 


- one-night Pan Pacific Hotel, Vancouver



 www.panpacific.com   
* 
Breakfast each morning the Inn at Laurel Point

*
Victoria Clipper cruise Seattle/Vancouver including continental breakfast 

*
Tour of Victoria and Butchart Gardens

*
Exclusive whale watching cruise

*
BC Ferry cruise from Victoria to Vancouver

*
Guided tour of Vancouver

*
Farewell reception

*
Hotel taxes and porterage

*      ATA tour escort throughout

*      NECA name badges and luggage tags

Tour Cost:
$889 per person double occupancy




$1,250 single occupancy


Features Not Included: Personal items such as room service and phone calls, mini-bar charges; meals not specified, airfare and airport shuttle service.   

Health: A letter of explanation of a physical or mental condition which may require medical attention or special equipment (wheelchair for example) must be enclosed with the reservation form.

Notes:

1.  Please make your airline reservations into Seattle and home from Vancouver. 

2. Hotel upgrades are available:
     ( Inn at Laurel Point  - to the Erickson Wing Studio Suites at the for a  supplemental cost of $50 
         per person for the two nights. The rooms are large studios or one-bedroom suites.   

     ( Pan Pacific – to harbor view for a supplement of $25 per person for the one-night. 







(see Reservation Form).
3. All prices are in U.S. dollars. 

CONDITIONS
Reservations and Payment: You are encouraged to mail your reservation without delay. Reservations will be confirmed by American Travel Association (ATA) upon receipt of the Reservation Coupon and $150 per person deposit. Receipt of final payment is due in the office of ATA no later than July 16, 2009. All payments must be made by check payable to American Travel Association or by Visa, MasteCard or American Express. 

Cancellation: Cancellations must be made in writing to ATA. To avoid discrepancies, ATA will not act on information given over the phone until written notice has been received.

Land Package: A $75 per person cancellation fee will be charged on cancellations regardless of the reason. Penalty on cancellations received between July 17 and 31st, will be $150 per person. Penalty on cancellation received between August 1st and departure will be a maximum of 100% of the land cost per person, depending upon the amount recoverable from the suppliers to whom payment had been sent. Cancellation penalties are required to offset non-refundable hotel and supplier payments made by ATA in advance of the tour. There will be no refund for unused services once the tour has begun.

Insurance: Trip cancellation, baggage and medical insurance coverage is available for purchase through a form to be sent by ATA . We strongly recommend insurance coverage. When last minute illnesses occur, the insurance helps offset non-refundable air and land charges. You should check with your local insurance agent to see what is covered under your homeowner’s policy.

Responsibility: American Travel Association, Inc. (ATA) and the National Electrical Contractors Association (NECA) are acting as intermediaries for suppliers in selling services, or in accepting reservations or bookings of services which are not directly supplied by ATA or NECA (such as air transportation, hotel accommodations, ground transportation, meals and tours.) ATA and NECA therefore shall not be responsible for breach of contract or any intentional or careless actions or omissions on the part of such suppliers, which result in any loss, damage, delay or injury to the person, property or otherwise. Unless the term "guaranteed" is specifically stated in writing on your invoice or reservation itinerary, we do not guarantee any such supplier's rates, bookings or reservations. The traveler's acceptance of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute consent to the above. ATA and NECA give notice that they cannot be held responsible for any monetary crisis, political or social unrest, labor problems, mechanical or contractual difficulties, climatic aberrations, local laws, diseases, terrorism or novel conditions. It is the traveler's responsibility to be aware of and determine the validity of any travel advisories which may exist. The space in all hotels is limited and is confirmed on a first-come, first-served basis. If, due to weather, flight schedules or other uncontrollable factors, participants are required to spend additional nights before or after the tour, participants will be responsible for their own hotel, transfers, meals and related costs. 

Prices:  This price is subject to change due to land cost increases, and in number of participants upon which the tour cost is based (36). ATA reserves the right to increase the price for such reasons. All prices are based on rates and tariffs in effect on March 17, 2009.
NECA 2009 Post-Convention Tour

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________
Mailing (delivery) Address_______________________________________________________ 
Suite or Apt.#  _________

City___________________________________________________

State______
Zip_____________
Phone_______________________________Fax___________________________

Email______________________________________________________________

Hotel Rooms


__Double Occupancy
__Single Occupancy






__King or Queen

__2 Beds






(preferences cannot be guaranteed)


Laurel Point Upgrade
__ Yes, I/we wish to upgrade to the Erickson wing ($50pp).

PanPacific Upgrade
__ Yes, I/we wish to upgrade to harbor view ($25pp).

Vancouver Extension
__ Yes, we wish to extend Saturday night; room cost is $285
      including tax.
Deposit

A deposit of $150.00 per person is required.  

 





__ Enclosed is a check payable to American Travel Association.  





__ Please charge the deposit to American Express. 

( If you wish to use an credit card:                                          

Number  ____________________________________
Expiration date ____________


Name on card _________________________________________


Security Code __________

Signature ___________________________________________ 

Billing address of cardholder (if different from above): ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand the conditions set forth in this brochure. Reservations will not be accepted without signature here.  ____________________________________________. 

Send to: American Travel Association, Inc., 2126 Piedmont Lake Road, Pine Mountain, GA 31822 Ph:  (706) 663-2445
Fax: (706) 663-2445
e-mail: travelata@aol.com

_1189940151.bin

